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Overview

• Introductions & Chancellor’s Office Resources

• Throughput and DSPS Students

• College Spotlights to Support DSPS Students

• San Diego City College - Tayler Nichols & Tucker Grimshaw

• Orange Coast College - Amra Pepić-Koubati

• De Anza College – Cathy Patel



Chancellor’s Office Contact 
Information 

Mia Keeley, 

Dean for Educational Services and Support at mkeeley@cccco.edu

(916) 322-5898

Thalia Marroquin, 

DSPS Program Lead for Educational Services and Support at 
tmarroquin@cccco.edu

(916) 322-7924
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mailto:mkeeley@cccco.edu
mailto:tmarroquin@cccco.edu


Additional DSPS Resources
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• DSPS Program Resources can be found on the Vision Resource Center’s DSPS 
website https://dsps.cccco.edu/

• CCC Accessibility Center https://cccaccessibility.org/

• Distance Education Captioning and Transcription Grant (canyons.edu)

• Alternate Text Production Center Website (atpc.net)

https://dsps.cccco.edu/
https://cccaccessibility.org/
https://www.canyons.edu/academics/schools/learningresources/captioning/index.php#:~:text=The%20Distance%20Education%20Captioning%20and%20Transcription%20grant%20%28DECT%29,access%20of%20all%20students%20to%20distance%20education%20courses.
http://www.atpc.net/


Throughput in Transfer-Level 

English & Math for Students 

with Disabilities

St. Mary 
Hospital

Daisy Segovia, The RP Group

Full Report

https://rpgroup.org/Portals/0/Documents/Projects/MultipleMeasures/AB705_Workshops/Throughput_in_Transfer-level_English_Math_for_Students_with_Disabilities_October2022.pdf?ver=2022-10-07-070102-543


Introduction

Previous reports investigating the effects of AB 705 in CCC have shown 

that students benefitted from its implementation

For example: 

•Transfer-level English & math completion more than doubled

•Students belonging to special population groups (e.g., foster youth, veterans, 

etc.) were positively impacted



Introduction

Previous reports investigating the effects of AB 705 in CCC have shown 

that students benefitted from its implementation

What is the impact of AB 705 on throughput rates for students with 

disabilities?



The Current Brief

• Used throughput rates to examine success in transfer-level English and 

math courses within 1 year

• Rates by academic year for students who began in the sequence in that 

subject in that year

• Compares data from before AB 705 (2015-16) and after the first full year 

of implementation (2019-20)



The Current Brief

• Based on whether students received services from Disabled Students 

Programs and Services (DSPS)

• Students with no disability (non-DSPS)

• Students with a disability (DSPS)

• And by primary disability

• Additional disaggregation by gender



Primary Disability Categories

As defined by COMIS & Title 5, categories include:

• ABI = Acquired Brain Injury; 

• ADHD = Attention Deficit 

Hyperactivity Disorder; 

• Autism = Autism Spectrum; 

• Blindness = Blind and Low Vision; 

• DHH = Deaf and Hard of Hearing; 

• Intellectual = Intellectual Disability; 

• Learning = Learning Disability; 

• Mental = Mental Health Disability; 

• Physical = Physical Disability; 

• Other = Other Health Conditions 

and Disabilities.

Note: Speech/Language Impaired is omitted because data collection for this disability stopped in 2017-18.



The DSPS population
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The DSPS population
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The DSPS population
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The DSPS population
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Throughput Rates by Disability Type

Comparing throughput rates for students without 

disabilities, with disabilities, and by disability type



Throughput rates increased for DSPS students overall
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Figure 1. One-Year Transfer-Level Throughput Rates by Disability Type 
English Math



Throughput rates increased for every disability type



Throughput Rates by Disability Type & 

Gender

Further disaggregation by gender allows for a more thorough 

investigation on the policy’s impact on different groups



Female students had higher throughput rates than 

male students across all disability types



Gains between genders were more pronounced for 

some disability types



Gender differences were more distinct in later years 

for math throughput rates



Female students achieved bigger gains than males in 

math



Conclusion

• Overall, there is evidence to support that AB 705 has resulted in improved 

outcomes for students with disabilities

• Benefits were more substantial for some disability types over others 

–E.g., Those with ABI, blindness, DHH, and physical disabilities had the highest rates

–Those with intellectual and learning disabilities experienced some of the lower rates

• Gender differences were apparent for English throughput rates and starting to emerge for 

math 

• Percent point changes were driven by the performance of female students in many groups



Conclusion

• Students with disabilities are succeeding under AB 705 and should be placed 

similarly to non-DSPS students with appropriate support & accommodations

• Disaggregated data can be used to guide decisions on where to focus resources 

& support to ensure the success of students with disabilities



St. Mary 
Hospital

Amra Pepić-Koubati, Instructional Associate, English (Disabled 
Student Programs & Services)

Orange Coast College



Disabled Student Programs and Services, Orange Coast College

Learning Center

LRNG A001 Support in Math and English



Students with disabilities, SWDs, who are concurrently taking a 
transferable English and/ or Math course



Why an Educational Assistance class? 

• It provides an equal access and opportunity to participate in an 
educational environment that is student-centered;

• It provides academic/mentorship support that prepares SWDs to be 
successful in transferrable Math/English classes; 

• It prepares SWDs to assert their educational limitations and acquire 
fundamental skills necessary to complete transferrable Math/English 
classes;

• It encourages SWDs to foster independence and attain educational, 
learning opportunities in transferable Math/English classes



Students’ feedback in LRNG A001 (English 
strategies) classes:
• “Being able to have the Learning Support as a resource has definitely increased my want to 

become better as a student and develop more goals as I go. Having the support has made 
my learning process easier.”

• “The patience and care for students is nothing I have ever experienced before. I appreciated 
how instructors looked at everyone the same no matter where they were in their learning 
curve.”

• “The aspects that were altered to reflect what I was learning in Freshman Composition.”

• “Having the opportunity to work on strategies we struggle with while knowing we can access 
the learning support boosts our ability to really understand what we are learning.”

• “Being able to fully focus on building one skill set at a time helped me discover trouble areas 
and address them as needed. This course gave me more confidence as a writer.”

• “The most useful aspect that I felt I could take from the class and use in my Freshman 
composition course was paragraph structure. Since English is not my first language, I was 
never taught how to properly structure paragraphs.”



English and DSPS 
Departments Course 

Collaboration



Who We Are and How This Started

About Us
• Tucker Grimshaw

• Part-Time English Instructor

• SDCCD Accessibility Mentor

• Tayler Nichols, Ed.D.
• DSPS Instructor/Counselor

• High Tech Center Coordinator

About the Journey

• Response to AB 705

• Alignment with San Diego City 
College Student Equity Plan

• Supportive Department Chairs



• Connected Courses

• English 101X – Reading and Composition & Academic 
Literacy

• DSPS 43 – Advanced Applied Study Skills

• Shared Teams Course Collaboration

• Curriculum Design

• From Disability Studies Perspective

• Including Universal Design for Learning

• Free Course Materials for Students

• One Book, One San Diego: Being Heumann San Diego 
Book of the Year

• Study Skills Software

• Kurzweil



Course Scheduling

•Mondays/Wednesdays 
Hybrid Model

•Engl 101X Synchronous 
Zoom

•DSPS 43 Synchronous 
On-Campus

Flexibility Based Upon 
Student Need

Weekly Meeting with Engl 
101X/DSPS 43 Instructors

•30 min- 1 hour

•Aligning Lessons

Collaboration

•Embedded SI Tutor

•High Tech Center

•English Center

•DSPS Department



Summarizing, Quoting, And Responding Essay

Class "Movie Night" to Build Community

Use of Kurzweil to Support Writing

Attendance Hours

Mandatory Individual Conferences with English 
Instructor or Embedded Tutor

Re-scheduled Student Q&A with Judith Heumann



What We've Noticed So Far

Obstacles
• Add Codes and Scheduling

• Misconceptions About Target 
Population for the Courses

• Stigma Surrounding Disability by 
colleagues and by students

• Navigating Multiple Disability 
Types/Symptoms in Class

Successes
• Sense of Belonging and 

Representation for Students

• Increased Collaboration Across 
Departments

• To help in solving individual 
student situations

• Student Engagement



Thank you & 
Questions

• Tayler Nichols: 
tfnichol@sdccd.edu

• Tucker Grimshaw: 
tgrimshaw@sdccd.edu

mailto:tfnichol@sdccd.edu
mailto:tgrimshaw@sdccd.edu


Supporting DSPS Students in Transfer-Level English and Math
Cathy Patel, Learning Disability Specialist



LS 50 – Student Success 
Strategies
◦ Topics covered:
◦ Organizing your time
◦ Test taking strategies
◦ Taking better lecture notes
◦ Improving listening skills
◦ Study Skills
◦ Memory tricks



LS 209 –Basic 
Arithmetic 
Skills and 
Strategies

Course designed to help students 
build Arithmetic skills through 
strategies 

• Math Fundamentals
• Complete overview of long-division, 

multiplication, and subtraction 
involving whole numbers and 
decimals

• Measurement word problems
• Fractions for cooking
• Basic decimals



LS 211 – Algebra Skills

Topics covered:

• Introduction to Pre-Algebra and Statistics

• Integers

• Linear Equations

• Order of Operations

• Algebraic concepts involving fractions

• Decimals

• Linear Equations

• Integers

• Statistical concepts



LS 207-
Introductory 
to Writing and 
Grammar Skills

◦ This is a basic writing and editing skills 
course for students with specialized 
learning needs preparing for college-
level writing activities. Students will 
engage in diverse writing formats 
including structured paragraphs on a 
variety of topics using compensatory 
written learning strategies. Students 
will also practice parts of speech, 
capitalization, punctuation, sentence 
structure, and paragraph development.



How we use 
our current 
classes to 

support our 
DSPS 

students with 
AB 705 and 

Student 
Success

Students with are placed in Math 10/Math 
44 will be asked to take LS 211. In LS 211, the 
instructor will work with their current math 
professor to teach students the Math 
curriculum. With a max of 15 students in LS 
211, the instruction can be individualized. 

Students placed in EWRT 1A will be asked to 
take LS 207. This class will give the exact 
same curriculum that the EWRT 1A professor 
is teaching and students will get the lesson 
twice. 

Students not quite ready to enter transfer 
level classes will be placed in LS 50, LS 209



DSPS Support
DSPS counselors closely will work with the different 
villages/MPS/EOPS/Puente/Umoja/AAP to do check-ins with our students to 
ensure that they have requested accommodations, have tutoring services in 
place and ensure students are using resources to the best of their ability

One on One specialized tutoring through our department

DSPS Counselors work with tutors and instructors/professors to get feedback

Assist with Faculty with Syllabus design and eval keeping with equity and 
universal design in mind.  



St. Mary 
Hospital

D aisy Seg ovia @  dseg ovia@ rpg roup.org

Mallory N ewell @  newellm allory@ deanza.edu

Mia Keeley @  m keeley@ cccco.edu

Thalia Marroquin @  tm arroquin@ cccco.edu

Thank you!
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